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RWANDAN GENOCIDE — COMMEMORATION 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.54 pm]: Last weekend I shared with the Rwandan diaspora and friends a 
moving commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda. I acknowledge Celestin Ngoga, 
president, and also the organising committee. It is hard to fathom the extent of that massacre. An estimate 
suggests that in that ethnic cleansing, one million people were slaughtered in 100 days. More than six men, 
women and children were murdered every minute of every hour of every day. The appalling lack of action by the 
international community to these shocking events is a matter of great shame. Why was there not more timely and 
appropriate intervention? One legacy of the events in Rwanda was the creation of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda. 
Almost 70 per cent of women who were raped during the genocide were infected with HIV and AIDS from a 
systematic and planned use of rape by HIV-positive men as a weapon. Also, many long-lasting effects exist for 
survivors. Nearly 100 000 children were left orphaned, many now living in households that are headed by 
children. All face devastating psychological damage—those who saw atrocities, those who were forced to 
commit them, and those who were victims of attack. Many remain disfigured and disabled, making daily life a 
struggle not only physically but psychologically. 
We must now do what we can to assist Rwanda in its economic recovery, in the rollout of education, and in the 
enormous reconciliation and healing process. Such scars will not heal overnight or even within a generation or 
two. But in the spirit of our shared humanity, we must commit to help and to travel that long journey together. 
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